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BUSINESS: HELPING OUT IN MOTHER’S GARDEN LED TO LOVE OF NATURE, EVENTUAL DEVELOPMENT OF OAK NURSERY

BY ADAM CURTIS
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Left, Gary Foss of Oaks of the Wild West, waters trees at
his nursery in Hereford. Above, varieties of native trees
at the nursery.

MORE ABOUT OAKS OF THE WILD WEST
For more information or to schedule a time to
visit the nursery, call Gary Foss at 220-0951. Learn
more about what Oaks of the Wild West has to offer at http://www.oaksofthewildwest.com/index.
html

trees mature at different times at different
elevations a nd each
species has unique behavior.
Foss h a s be en expanding his selection
of local species because
there is a big demand
for them. The most important thing is to get
the right kind of tree
for this climate and understand how much wa-

ter it needs.
Some oaks respond
well to water and grow
much faster with more
of it, at least up to a certain point, Foss said.
Others have adapted
to the drier climate
and can easily be overwatered.
Many people think
oak trees grow slowly
but t hat ’s not t r ue.
Some do, some don’t,

Fos s s a id . A Tex a s
Red Oak started out 3
feet tall and now, eight
years later, it reaches
almost 30 feet in the
air.
Oak trees are great
for providi ng shade
and can even reduce
air conditioning bills
in the summer if they
protect the house from
a f ter noon su n, Foss
s a id . T hou g h m a ny

people like to plant in
May or June, he recommends doing it in
the fal l so the trees
have time to establish
their roots before the
hot summer.
Foss remembers helpi ng i n his mot her’s
garden as a kid, providing the backbone,
but admitted he never
thought it would become a career for him.
“It’s just something I
enjoy doing. The plants
do all the work. All I do
is put them in pots and
water them occasionally to get them to grow,”
Foss said. “I think part

of it’s visual; if you look
and you see green it’s
soothing to your spirit.”
Plants and trees can’t
walk and they can’t
talk, but they’re living
things and Foss still recalls what it felt like to
see life blossom before
his eyes for the very
first time.
It w a s s o me t h i n g
like a petunia and he
grew it in a little paper
cup for an elementary
school project, Foss
said. It even f lowered
for him.
“It was a miracle,”
Foss said.
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SI ER R A V ISTA —
What started as a way
to improve his yard
without breaking his
pocketbook has blossomed into a full-time
vocation that brings
G a r y Fo s s t o work
nearly 60 hours a week.
Fortunately, his office
is right outside his back
door.
“When work becomes
play it’s just something
you enjoy doing,” Foss
said. In 2005, Foss needed some plants for his
yard and didn’t want to
spend a lot of money so
he decided to raise his
own.
One thing led to another and Foss soon
found he was selling
them to friends and
soon a nursery, Oaks
of the Wild West, was
born in his backyard.
Five years and many
acorn foraging trips
later, a plethora of oak
trees now dot the soil
behind his house and
many more are nestled
in pots waiting for the
right person to give
them a home.
“It’s like an addiction
in a sense. You look at
people sometimes and
their eyes kind of glaze
over when t hey get
around plants. ... like a
child in a candy store,”
Foss said.
“I just got fascinated
with all the different
kinds of oaks.”
In the fall, he goes to
West Texas, to certain
places where he knows
acor ns g row i n t he
wild.
“To me it’s kind of
li ke a n advent u re,”
Foss said. It’s also a
learning experience as
you have to know where
to look and when. Oak
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ACORN DIDN’T FALL FAR FROM THE TREE

